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than four miles. The attention of Europeans was called
to the vein by the existence of numerous old native
workings. A shaft was sunk by Mr Lavelle as far back as
1875, but it was not till 1883 that Captain Plummer struck
the Champion lode, the discovery of which laid the founda-
tion of the ultimate success of the Kolar gold-field, on
which numerous Companies, including Champion Reef,
Mysore, Nundidroog, and Ooregum, have been established.
By 1903, the deepest working was more than 3,000 feet
below the surface. The gold is extracted from the quartz
by a combination of amalgamation and treatment with
potassium cyanide. The tailings, or powdered refuse of
the stamped ore, are heaped up in big mounds, and are
sometimes treated a second time, to secure such gold as
still remains in them. The mines have, since 1902, been
supplied with electric power from the Cauvery falls, which
are 92 miles distant. An attempt to establish a gold-
mining industry in the Nilgiri Wynaad between 1880 and
1884 ended in financial disaster. The machinery sent out
from England may still be seen, covered by jungle, or lying
on the roadside. A slender living is made in various
localities by a class of people called Jalagadugu (Jala,
water; gadugu, wash), who extract gold from the bed of
rivers or nullahs (watercourses). The Kurumbas of the
Nilgiris also obtain small quantities of gold by alluvial
washing. In the city of Madras, gold-washers search for
gold in the drains near jewellers1 shops.
Graphite, plumbago, or blacklead, which, like the
diamond, is a form of carbon, is worked on a commercial
scale in the Nedumangad and Neyyattinkara taluks of
Travancore, and in the Bhadrachalam taluk of the Goda-
vari district. Graphite of good quality further occurs in
the Singampatti zamindari of Tinnevelly. In its purest
form, the mineral is the material from which lead pencils
are made, and it is also used for polishing grates and

